





Veiled anger: Moslem women 
shout Algerian rebel slogans. 
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In the Presence of Our Enemies 


(Psa. 23; Rom. 12:14-21. Sunday, Nov. 5) 


UST a few weeks ago, when we con- 

sidered several topics that were cen- 
tered around the Sermon on the Mount, 
we saw that the same principles that 
were set forth by the Lord Jesus for 
the Kingdom of Heaven on earth were 
later repeated in the Epistles for Chris- 
tians in this present age. The portion 
in Romans, which with the Shepherd 
Psalm is to occupy our thoughts this 
week, restates that portion of the Ser- 
mon which reads, “Love your enemies, 
do good to them which hate you, bless 
them that curse you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you” (Luke 68: 
27, 28). 

This course of conduct is utterly im- 
possible until, as admonished in the 
opening verses of this twelfth chapter of 
Romans, we have presented our “bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God,” which is our “reasonable service,” 
and have been transformed by the re- 
newing of our minds (Rom. 12:1, 2). 
Only the surrender of self and the re- 
ceiving of the life that is Christ can 
make it possible for us to love our 
enemies and to do good to them that 
wrong us. Naturally, as each of us 
know, we want to retaliate when any- 
one hurts us. 

But the fact that it is our nature to 
strike back when wronged is no excuse 
and does not relieve us from the re- 
sponsibility of obedience to the com- 
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Come Then, Lord Jesus, Come! 


By Horatius Bonar 
Revelation 22:20 


church has waited long 
Her absent Lord to see; 
And still in loneliness she waits, 
A friendless stranger she. 
Age after age has gone, 
Sun after sun has set, 
And still in weeds of widowhood 
She weeps a mourner yet. 
Come then, Lord Jesus, come! 


The serpent’s brood increase, 
The powers of hell grow bold, 
The conflict thickens, faith is low, 
And love is waxing cold. 
How long, O Lord our God, 
Holy, and true, and good, 
Wilt Thou not judge Thy suffering 
church, 
Her sighs, and tears, and blood? 
Come then, Lord Jesus, come! 


We long to hear Thy voice, 
To see Thee face to face, 
To share Thy crown and glory then, 
As now we share Thy grace. 
Should not the loving Bride 
The absent Bridegroom mourn? 
Should she not wear the weeds of grief 
Until her Lord return? 
Come then, Lord Jesus, come! 
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By JOHN W. LANE, Jr. 


mands given in this twelfth chapter of 
Romans. God has provided the means 
for our obedience and it is up to us to 
use them and to let Him do in us all 
that is necessary to bring about a 
change in our nature. 

Note that the Christian’s course is not 


-a negative one. We are not merely to 


endure passively wrong treatment from 
others. We are not merely to abstain 
from cursing those that persecute us. 
We are not merely to refrain from re- 
taliation. We are to take the positive 
course of blessing and praying for those 
who wrong us. Such a course is not the 
way of the world. It is the result of a 
miracle by which Christ lives in us and 
makes real His life in us. 

Note also that when we strike back, 
or seek to take vengeance into our own 
hands for wrongs suffered, we are 
usurping one of God’s prerogatives 
(v. 19). We are His children and He 
has promised to shepherd us and care 
for us (Psa. 23). How silly it would be 
for sheep;to try to fight off the wolves 
or coyotes when the shepherd is there 
to protect and care for them! About 
all they could do would be to get in his 
way and prevent him from driving off 
their enemies. Can we not learn to trust 
our Shepherd to deal with those who 
would hurt or wrong us? His vengeance, 
administered with His wisdom and 
knowledge, will be far more effective 
than any retaliation we may make. The 
realization of this should make us want 
to pray all the more for those who 
wrong us. 

And what is it that will contribute to 
a disposition to be forgiving and kind 
to enemies? It is a willingness to be 
concerned, not so much with our own 
feelings and. with the assertion of our 
own rights, but with the feelings and 
rights of others (v. 16). It is a willing- 
ness to recognize that all, regardless 
of station or position in life, deserve 
our love and consideration (v. 16). If 
we can learn to let the Lord look after 
our reputation, instead of trying con- 
stantly to build it up and to impress 
others with it, we shall save ourselves 
much distress. ; 

It is obvious that as long as there are 
wicked men and evil in the world, those 
who seek to obey God and to please 
Him will have enemies. Even the per- 
fect life of the Lord Jesus did not ex- 
empt Him from criticism and hatred 
and persecution. We can, however,, as 
much as is possible (v. 18) live peace- 
ably with all men, seeking peace, refus- 
ing to be overcome of evil, praying for 
those who misuse us, and seeking to 
win them for Christ. : 

When was the last time you prayed for 
one who wronged you? 





Topics are copyrighted by the International 
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EDITORIALS _ 


Pitfalls in Prayer Groups 


NITED prayer is Scriptural and therefore profitable. 

A promise given to encourage such prayer is this: 
“Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on 
earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall 
be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. For 
where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them” (Matt. 18:19, 20). There 
are also examples in the Bible of united prayer (Acts 1:14; 
2:42; 4:24; 6:4; 12:5). However, as in every activity in 
which human beings take part, there are defects and dangers 
to be avoided even in prayer groups arranged by Christians. 

Here are three: (1) as the members present problems for 
prayer, others are tempted to offer solutions on the spot. 
This often leads to polite argument, extended talk, and thus 
a waste of valuable time. “In the multitude of words there 
wanteth not sin” (Prov. 10:19). A prayer group is not 
a conference on how to overcome difficulties, but a time 
and place where several believers unite to present their prob- 
lems to God and ask His help. (2) Sometimes very personal 
and serious matters relating to others are merely hinted at; 
and this arouses the curiosity of the old nature and leads 
to speculation, furtive conversation, and perhaps wholly 
wrong conclusions afterwards, There are some matters 
which it is unwise even to lay before a prayer group. (3) 
Perhaps the worst danger is that the group itself may degen- 
erate into a gossip session. Few are immune to the tempta- 
tion to listen with relish to, and sometimes repeat, lurid 
details about the sins of others. If a group is scheduled to 
last two hours, sometimes a whole hour may be spent in 
talk—which is all out of proportion. Those who came really 
to pray may feel cheated by such a waste of time. Then, 
if ever, we need to remember the command, “Redeeming 
the time, because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:16). 

There are three ways in which these pitfalls can be avoided: 
(1) Every member can pray beforehand, or silently in the 
group, that the allotted time may be spent in a way that 
will honor God and call down His wisdom and power. 
(2) The leader can tactfully ask the members to present 
their requests simply and not indulge in unnecessary or 
inflammatory talk. (3) Every member can, by the grace 
of God, exercise self-discipline, and do his part to keep the 
group within bounds. If very confidential matters do crop 
up in the group, members should not talk of them to others 
afterward. The sovereign remedy here, as in all other Chris- 
tian activity is to give Christ the pre-eminence, pray about 
it, and allow the Holy Spirit to control. 


Indian Skulls and Carbon 14 


a summer archaeologists discovered a grave of 15 
Indian skeletons in northwestern Ontario and concluded 
that the story told by the skulls “does not fit in with facts 
of Indian life.” The leader said he was certain the discovery 
“will modify an awful mess in anthropology.” About the 
same time in Nevada American scientists, studying the 
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effects of an atomic bomb detonated four years ago, found 
that their pre-blast estimates on the diminishing rate of 
heat and radiation were off by a matter of some 96 years. 

A few skulls and 96 years are insignificant compared to 
the possible effects of a New Zealand physicist’s belief that 
the carbon 14 method of dating objects of antiquity is un- 


reliable. Whether or not his view is correct remains to be 
seen, but at least the method is suspect. If what he says 
is true, more than a few commonly held ideas about the age 
of man and the earth will not fit. 

Carbon 14 provides a clue to the age of objects through 
its rate of radioactive decay, which can be measured. It has 
been assumed that carbon 14 has been formed at a uniform 
rate down through earth’s ages, but there is possible evidence ' 
now that the rate has been increasing over the past 800 years 
at least. 

How many of us have not seen the cave paintings of 
France reproduced in textbooks and magazines and cited as 
evidence for man’s great antiquity and his evolutionary 
development? Carbon 14 provided the key date for this 
find and for much else that has been built into the evolution- 
ary hypothesis as “fact.” 

It is surprising how often “conclusions” reached by 
scientists must be changed because more recent evidence 
does not fit what were previously held to be facts. Many 
times men have been quick to assert that something in the 
Bible cannot possibly be true because it does not fit scien- 
tific facts. When the carbon 14 method of measuring the 
age of objects from the past was first put into use, it 
supposedly proved that man and the earth were much older 
than was indicated by the history of the Bible. Millions 
and billions of years were tossed around like chaff. 

Why do men of learning jump at conclusions, seeking by 
almost any means to find an answer that is not the answer 
of the Word of God? “Lo, they have rejected the word of 
the Lord; and what wisdom is in them?” is God’s answer 
through Jeremiah. This is the real tragedy—rejection of 
the Word of the Lord. Christians need to keep this in mind 
when confronted by so-called facts contrary to the Word 
of God—facts that come and go. The Christian must not 
be tossed to and fro by every new theory. Even an obscure 
Indian skull can sometimes prove the scientist wrong. 


TY TY 


One of the recent monthly letters of The Royal Bank of 
Canada bears a very significant heading—In Search of 4 
It begins: “Every young man and every 
young woman leaving high school and university looks for- 
ward to a happy life.” The letter then goes on to elaborate 
the vision of happiness in life as its goal. And that, of 
course, is a basic urge in every man. This is your quest and 
mine. God has set eternity in our hearts. That is why 
there is always a sense of unfulfillment with us; unfulfilled 
longings, and dreams, and hopes, and desires, and loves. It is 
to this God-shaped blank in the human heart that Jesus 
Christ speaks when He says, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” He 
is addressing Himself to man’s deepest hunger when He 
says, “I am come that you might have life and that you 
might have it more abundantly.”—Dr. William Fitch. 
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@ TRACTS FOR “BEN HUR” VIEWERS.—The 
Hollywood film “Ben Hur” is being shown in 
all the major movie houses of Ceylon. Seizing 
this opportunity, the Evangelical Literature Fel- 
lowship of Ceylon printed 50,000 trilingual 
tracts giving the unusual conversion story of the 
book’s author, Gen. Lew Wallace, and present- 
ing the way of salvation. The tract is being 
distributed at each showing of the film. The 
original printing proved to be insufficient, and 
a second printing had to be run. Scores of 
people have made inquiries as a result of read- 
ing the tract. 

@ MEMBERSHIP QUALIFICATIONS FOR EPIS- 
COPALIANS.—For the first time the official 
bodies of the Protestant Episcopal Church have 
spelled out the qualifications for members in 
good standing. The General Convention de- 
clared that members in good standing are those 
“who have received the Sacrament of Holy Bap- 
tism with water in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and whose 
baptism is duly recorded in this church.” To 
remain in good standing, members must par- 
ticipate in Sunday worship services regularly, 
“unless for good cause prevented.” It also 
stated that members in good standing must 
have been confirmed by -a bishop of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, or of a church recog- 
nized by them, and must have _ received 
communion three times in the past year. In the 
past, qualifications for membership were deter- 
mined by the pastors. 


@ TEACHING NON-CATHOLICS APPROVED. 
—Ministers’ teaching of non-Catholic pupils in 
Catholic schools has been approved by the 
bishops of Nyasaland. The bishops have said 
that non-Catholic clergymen and instructors will 
be permitted to give religious instruction to 
non-Catholic students in all Nyasaland Catholic 
educational institutions. The move is interpreted 
as another step in combatting the spread of 
Communism and atheism in the African country. 


@ ALLIANCE HURTS CATHOLICS IN BRAZIL.— 
Bishop James C. Ryan, whose diocese is a 
210,000-square-mile jungle tract 500 miles up 
the Amazon River in northern Brazil, says the 
alliance between the Roman Catholic Church and 
the government of Brazil wrecked the Roman 
Catholic Church in that country. The alliance 
ended in 1889, when Brazil became a republic. 
Asa result of the alliance, he said, there are only 
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10,000 priests serving 50 million Catholics in 
Brazil, whereas in the United States there are 
50,000 priests for 40 million Catholics. 

@ PEACE CORPS LEADER ACTIVE BAPTIST.— 
A former Southern Baptist missionary, Dr. Paul 
F. Geren, has been named deputy director of the 
Peace Corps. Dr. Geren was once executive 
vice-president of Baylor University, a teacher and 
missionary in Burma, and an instructor at Berea 
College in Kentucky. He has served the State 
Department in’ Washington, India, Syria, and 
Jordan, and is active in Baptist laymen’s actiy- 
ities. 

@ UNION OF FREE CHURCHES IN ENGLAND 


.DOUBTED.—A report of the Free Church Federal 


Council has declared that any immediate attempt 
to form an organic union of the council's mem- 
ber churches would “almost certainly be unsuc- 
cessful.” The report recommended that the 
council should not take any initiative toward 
union, but should continue to provide an organi- 
zation within which denominations can cooperate 
and perhaps eventually move toward union. 


@ PROTESTANTS OPPOSE UNITED FUND.— 
The Greater Trenton (New Jersey) Council of 
Churches has withdrawn support of the Dela- 
ware Valley United Fund because the Catholic 
Youth Organization in the Trenton-Camden area 
has been one of the recipients of the fund's 
proceeds. 


@ AUSTRALIAN CHURCH ATTENDANCE SUR- 
VEYED.—A recent poll shows that 27 per cent of 
the population in Australia goes to church at 
least once a week, 48 per cent occasionally, and 
25 per cent never. Among Roman Catholics, 
54 per cent attend church weekly; of the Meth- 
odists, 31 per cent; Presbyterians, 14 per cent; 
and Church of England, 13 per cent.—Ron V. 
Clough. 

@ METHODIST MISSIONARIES ARRESTED.— 
Portuguese secret police have arrested four 
American Methodist missionaries in Angola. The 
charges against the missionaries are unknown. 
Officials of the Board of Missions say the arrest of 
the four men is a continuation of government 
action against Protestant work in Angola. 





Vext Wek eee 
Why Celebrate the Reformation? By Prof. Paul 
Woolley. The Promise of Eternal Life. By 
Dr. William Fitch. 
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By ANDREW WALLS 


Africa. We know little about how 

the Gospel first came to the Conti- 
nent, for only once or twice does the 
New Testament lift the curtain to show 
us. For instance, we read of the people 
from North Africa at Peter’s Pentecost 
sermon (Acts 2:10), those unnamed 
North African Jews who helped to found 
the multi-racial church of Antioch (Acts 
11:20), and the conversion of the Fi- 
nance Minister of the distant Nilotic 
Kingdom of Meroé (Acts 8:26-39). 
Clearly there must have been Christians 
in Africa as early as in Europe. 

Hundreds of years before Mohammed 
was born, Christian churches extended 
through much of North and East Africa; 
and when the Arabs began their career 
of conquest, there were innumerable 
Christians in the countries we now call 
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, 
the Sudan, and Ethiopia. In many areas 
the greater part of the population claimed 
to be Christians. The early African 
Church was multi-racial and polylingual, 
and it embraced peoples of high cultures 
and low. Its only barriers seemed to be 
the natural ones of the Sahara, the Atlas 
Mountains, and the perils of the Upper 
Nile. 

What is more, some of these churches 
made a rich and permanent contribution 
to Christian thought and life. Great 
Christian scholars, theologians and om- 
mentators flourished in Egypt and North 
Africa; indeed, it is hardly too much to 
say that, with few exceptions, the great- 
est Christian thinkers for the first three 
centuries after the Apostles, were born 
and bred in the African continent. 
Christian Biblical theology today still 
owes much to them, and their clear- 
sightedness and loyalty to Biblical truth 
more than once saved the Church at 
times when many of its leaders were 
prepared to entertain dangerous false 
doctrine rather than risk controversy. 

And not only did the African churches 
produce scholars and writers. Hundreds 
of martyrs, known and unknown, faced 
pitiless torture and horrible death for 
their loyalty to the Christ they sought 
to meet in Heaven. For most of two 
hundred years Imperial Rome fought the 
African churches, sometimes with its 
whole fury, but in the end it was Caesar 
who acknowledged Christ. 

Now all this raises an acute problem. 
If we think of these same areas today, 
we recall that while there are still many 
in Ethiopia who claim the name of 
Christ, and while there are still churches 
in Egypt and the Sudan, their member- 
ship represents only a fragment of the 
Population and over by far the greater 
part of the countries named, where 
Christian churches once flourished, Is- 

is now virtually unchallenged. 
What has happened that such apparently 
immovable pillars of Christianity have 


C HRISTIANITY is indigenous to 


The Church That Disappeared 


Was Moslem persecution the reason for 
the fall of the church in North Africa? 


disappeared without trace? There is no 
simple answer to this question, and what 
follows here must not be taken as a 
definitive solution. But some aspects of 
the truth seem clear, and taken together, 
they present a solemn warning to Chris- 
tians in Africa in the twentieth century. 
How then, did the early African churches 
become so weak, or disappear altogether? 
The short, easy answer often given is 
Moslem persecution. But this is only 
part of the truth. It is true that from 
A.D. 640 onward, the Arab armies, united 
in Islam, were spreading their rule over 
the continent, and many Christians died 
in battle against the victorious invad- 
ers. But only occasionally did the 
Moslems offer to the Christians the al- 
ternatives of Islam or the sword. This 
was the offer made to pagans. For 
Christians the alternatives were Islam or 
civil disabilities. Christians had to pay 
tribute as the price of their faith: those 
who became Moslems were immediately 
exempted from this financial burden. 
In the early days of Arab rule in Egypt, 
for instance, only Christians paid tax. 
When it became administratively impos- 
sible to leave Moslems untaxed, Chris- 
tians still paid much higher taxes. But 
the main reason for this change of pol- 
icy was the large number of professing 
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Twentieth century Moslems demonstrate in Algiers 


eX 
¥ 





Christians who accepted Islam to avoid 
taxation. 

There were other advantages in con- 
version to Islam. Moslems stood a much 
better chance of promotion and of ap- 
pointments in the Civil Service than 
Christians, who were often excluded 
altogether from consideration. Chris- 
tians might not ride on horseback or 
carry weapons; a Christian’s word in a 
court of law was subject to qualification; 
a Christian might be compelled to wear 
a distinctive dress. In other words the 
Moslems did not make it impossible to be 
a Christian, they only made it incon- 
venient and expensive—and conspicu- 
ous. And so the descendants of men and 
women who defied the wild lions, the 
roasting chairs and the crowds howling 
for innocent blood, gradually over the 
years drifted away from the faith. 
Safety, security, and enjoyment, not fire 
and sword, whittled away the churches 
of many parts of Africa. 

“Christ has conquered death, and per- 
secution to the death cannot stop a real 
Christian movement,” says Professor L. 
E. Browne in his fine book The Eclipse 
of Christianity in Asia, and he goes on 
to say: “It is therefore in the realm of 
Christian life that we must look for the 
reason for the fact that with the advent 
of Islam this spirit of victory seemed to 
desert the Church.” It is worth inquir- 
ing, therefore, about some features of the 
life of these churches when the Arabs 
came. 


(Continued on page 834) 
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Sin, the Destroyer of Life 


By the Rev. WILLIAM FITCH, Ph.D. 


for life, the Bible clearly shows 

that there is an element in every 
man that makes true life impossible. 
What is this element? We could call it 
by many names; but I want to call it by 
the name God uses, because it is a word 
we understand. It is sin. The testimony 
of the Scriptures is that “the wages of 
sin is death” (Rom. 6:23), and that “all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God” (3:23). This language is not used 
in reference to men of any one age or 
country, but in reference to the human 
race. This is how God describes the 
moral character of man. Nowhere in 
the Bible is an impression given that 
any member of the human family is free 
from sin. On the contrary, it is ex- 
pressly said, “If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us” (1 John 1:8). “There is 
no man that sinneth not” (1 Kings 8:46). 
The universal sinfulness of mankind is 
the essential assumption of all the Bible. 
To walk, to act, to speak after the man- 
ner of men is, in the language of the 
Bible, to speak or act sinfully. 

But we must be more specific. We 
must consider some of the issues of sin 
as a destroyer of life. We must study 
the consequences of sin. We must probe 
to the heart and essence of sin. We 
must discover what God has done about 
sin and what He will do for the sinner. 
These are the supreme questions that 
any man can discuss; and they are ques- 
tions to which every man ought to have 
the answer. Let us face them one by 
one. 

First of all, we must note what sin 
does. 

It destroys. This is the basic affirma- 
tion of the whole Bible. So long as sin 
is harbored in the heart, life is impossi- 
ble. “The soul that sinneth, it shall die” 
(Ezek 18:4). God’s judgment is upon 
sin and the judgment is death. 

Sin is man’s ruin because it induces 
blindness. Paul speaks of this when he 
writes to the Ephesians urging them not 
to live as the Gentiles do “in the vanity 
of their mind, having the understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life 
of God through the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the blindness of their 
heart” (Eph. 4:17, 18). Because of sin, 
man can look out on the universe that 
God has made and yet not see God. It 
makes: him say in his heart, “There is 
no God” (Psa. 14:1). Sin blinds man. 
It darkens his understanding so that he 
does not know’what God is saying. When 
God addresses him, he cannot hear; an 
because he cannot hear the word o 
God, he cannot discover the true way of 
life. 

Jesus said, “For judgment I am come 
into this world, that they which see not 
might see; and that they which see 


OC against man’s unending search 
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might be made blind” (John 9:39). That 
means that only through Jesus Christ 
can sin’s darkness be lightened. That 
means also that to turn from Jesus Christ 
is to walk into ever-deeper darkness, to 
know ever-greater blindness. 

But sin also destroys because it is 
essentially uncleanness. Only purity is 
strength. “The pure in heart... see 
God” (Matt. 5:8). Holiness is health. 
Righteousness is life and peace. Sin, 
however, since it corrupts and tarnishes 
all it touches, is essentially destructive. 
There is corrosion at its heart. Our 
Lord said, “Out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, false wit- 
ness, fornication, thefts, blasphemies; 
and these are the things that defile a 
man” (Matt. 15:19, 20). It is sin that 
sets a man at variance with his brother. 
It is sin that creates wars and strife and 


dissension. It is sin that causes the age- | 


long misdirection of human life, which 
is the very presupposition of the Gospel. 

The consequences of man’s tragic apos- 
tasy from God are the same today as 
they were in the days of the apostles, 
except that they have become more in- 
tense, more widespread, more devastat- 
ing. Sin today, as yesterday, is 
exceeding sinful and exceedingly un- 
clean. Therefore is it exceedingly de- 
structive, ruinous, and deadly. 








Then also we must note that sin pro- 
motes moral weakness. Listen to Paul, 
“How to perform that which is good I 
find not. . . . O wretched man that I 
am! who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death?” (Rom. 7:18, 24.) Here 
is desire; but there is no power. Sin 
has entered, and where sin is reigning, 
there is moral weakness. Think of the 
way in which a particular habit begins 
to take hold of a man; and if he allows 
himself to drift with it, that sin at last 
will take complete control and never 
let him go. The Devil is a hard task- 
master, binding ever more firmly and 
surely, bringing the sinner into bondage. 

Now a man may think himself free, 
He may think himself the freest man 
on earth, just as the Prodigal Son 
thought himself free on that day when 
he left home and walked away from his 
father into the far country. He thought 
himself a free agent. He thought that 
he was marching out into unshackled 
freedom. But oh! what a tragic end 
there is to that story, when we see the 
Prodigal, sitting alone, a slave who 
should have been free. This is what sin 
does. It lays a paralyzing hand on every 
good impulse and upright desire. It 
makes us cowards in the moral struggle. 
Sin leads a man into bondage to the evil 
one, weakens his moral fiber, and leaves 
him in the end a helpless prisoner of 
giant despair. 

But this is not all that sin does. An- 
other terrible effect is that it induces 
hopelessness. Some of the most pro- 
found thinkers have come to the con- 
clusion that the very essence of sin is 
despair. Take hope out of life and you 
destroy life. Paul reminds the Ephesians 
that prior to their conversion they were 
“without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having 
no hope, and without God in the world” 
(Eph. 2:12). This is the bitter dimen- 
sion of human experience to which sin 
leads us—namely, that men who have 
been created for fellowship with God 
repudiate it continually and do so with- 
out hope. Our cities today are full of 
men and women like that. They have 
given up hope. This is the dread entail 
of sin. Life is hope. But sin destroys 
hope; and therefore sin destroys life. 

But there is still one thing more that 
sin does. It enforces loneliness. Sin is 
selfishness; and therefore sin separates 
from others. There is a permanent 
wound in man’s nature that is far deeper 
than anything biology or psychology can 
explain. It is there because pride is 
there and the central, typical, fatal sin 
is self-sufficiency or pride. Pride is the 
exaltation of the essential ego of the 
human heart whereby man, in effect, 
insulates himself from his fellows, and 
the older he grows the lonelier he be- 
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comes. That is what happened to the 
Prodigal Son. He went out from his 
father’s house and for a while in the far 
country he had a riotous time. They 
were so much more pleasant, the people 
over there in the far country. But at 
last we see him, utterly alone. 

In the far country he is not only 
separated. from his father; he is also 
separated from his fellows and also from 
his truest self. He is absolutely alone. 
This is what sin does to a man. It brings 
him to a point where he knows himself 
to be altogether alone. Loneliness is a 
terrible thing. It is a dreadful thing 
to be surrounded by many so-called 
friends and yet deep within one’s own 
heart to know oneself to be alone. Sin 
has destroyed all fellowship with God 
the Father; inevitably it mars all human 
ties with one’s fellow men It can make 
a man walk alone through life; it cer- 
tainly leaves a man at the end to go 
alone through death. 

But how can sin do this? To answer 
this question we must turn to the Bible 
again to learn what sin is. It tells us 
many things; but they can all be summed 
up into two great emphases. 


First of all, sin is unbelief. We see 
this right at the very beginning of the 
Bible. _There we have the story of a 
garden where God walked and talked 
with a man and woman whom He had 
fashioned in His own likeness. To Adam 
and Eve had been given dominion over 
every living thing: Their task was to 
oversee and care for everything with 
which God had entrusted them. Every- 
thing was theirs to enjoy. Only one 
thing was forbidden: “Of every tree of 
the garden thou mayest freely eat: but 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the 
day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die” (Gen. 2:16, 17). Over this one fun- 
damental thing God set His absolute 
“Thou shalt not.” This was God’s will 
for man. This was the divine law re- 
vealed to man. Then came the Tempter 
Saying, “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall 
not eat of every tree of the garden?” 
(Gen. 3:1.) His plan of attack was to 
destroy their confidence in the divine 
word and authority. “Do you really 
believe that God means what He says?” 
asked the serpent, and immediately the 
seed of doubt was sown. “Ye shall not 
surely die,” urged the Tempter; and he 
went on, “for God doth know that in the 
day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 
be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil” (Gen. 3:4, 5). 


At this point sin entered the human 
Tace. The word of God was doubted. 
This is the essence of all sin—disbelief 
of the word of God. Sin is the mind that 
sets itself up contrary to the mind of 
God. Sin is doubt of God’s truthfulness. 
Sin is disbelief in the divine authority. 
Sin is unbelief. In the first instance it 
may have evidenced itself in-a seem- 
ingly slight or even trifling thing. But 
the detail is unimportant. What matters 
is the heart’s attitude and this reveals 
itself in things both great and small. 


The second great element that the Bible 
Stresses in its doctrine of sin is that sin 
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is disobedience. Doubt is the forerunner 


of disobedience. There is first the 
thought: then the deed. Adam and Eve 
first disbelieved: and then they dis- 

obeyed. And every sinner since that day 

has been a rebel against his God. Sinful 

man is man in revolt. Sinful man is 

man refusing to have God to rule over. 
him. Sin is anarchy within the ordered 

cosmos of the divine creation. Man may 

call sin a trifle, but God calls it a 

tragedy. Man may pass sin off as an 

accident, but God calls it an abomina- 

tion. For sin is lawlessness. Sin is the 

setting up of a rival throne. It is an 

emphatic rejection of God’s authority 

and the assertion by nian of the prin- 

ciple of his self-determination in all 

things. 

How well this is again illustrated in 
the story of the Prodigal Son! We have 
already noted the effects of sin in his 
case; but here also is the essence. In 
him we see the basic bias of the human 
heart and the essential principle of all 
iniquity. This younger son was not an 
adulterer; he was not a thief; he was 
not a perjurer; he was not, so far as we 
know, a dishonest boy. He was a young 
man who came to his father and said: 
“Give me the portion of goods that fall- 
eth to me. I want to live my own life. 
I want to be independent” (Luke 15:12). 
And he walked away from his father’s 
home the perfect symbol of self-suffi- 
cient, rebellious, egotistical man. 

The central characteristic of this boy 
is his assumed self-sufficiency; and in 
this he is the brother of us all. Sinful 
man is man determined to be sufficient 
unto himself. This is the pulse-beat of 


human experience and the most vital 
factor in the story of man. This is the 
essence of his sin—the injection into the 
universe of God of a principle of abso- 
lute self-determination, self-gratification, 
self-sufficiency. This boy who went to 
his father and said, “Father, give me the 
portion of goods that falleth to me,” is 
phrasing the perennial request of man 
to be rid of the restraint of the Creator. 
He wanted to stand on his own feet. 
And in this urge for self-sufficiency and 


in this determination to cast off the re- 


straints of his father and his home, we 
see so clearly the heart of human experi- 
ence and the heart of the human situa- 
tion. We begin to see what the Bible 
really means by sin. Sin is the pride, 
the egotism, the self-sufficiency, of which 
every living man is guilty. 

There is, however, one more element 
that we must note in our study of this 
great theme. We must declare what God 
does about the sinner and his sin. 

God does everything to save the sin- 
ner from the error of his ways. “God is 
love” (1 John 4:8). “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). The love of God devised 
a plan by which rebellious man might 
return and enter into life. Sin is man’s 
ruin. But the love of God is man’s hope. 
In the story of the Prodigal Son there 
is one great constant and unchanging 
factor—the love of the father for his boy. 
Surely this is the greatest picture in all 
literature, this father waiting through 
the long days and months, and perhaps 
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What Does It Mean? 


How to help your pupils understand 
words with a variety of meanings 


HEN you teach a Sunday school 

class be careful of your use of 
abstract words—words that may be am- 
biguous or have different meanings for 
different people. You may use the word 
in one sense while your pupils picture 
it in a different sense. 

Take the word “life” If I say, 
“Johnny is full of life,” most people 
know that I mean something different 
from, “She leads a busy life.” Yet this 
is not the meaning of the word in our 
Lord’s declaration, “. . . I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: .. .” (John 14: 
6). What did He mean? 

The word “way” has various mean- 
ings. It is a walk, a method, an en- 
trance. 

Or take the word “true.” If I say, 
“Is that a true story?” do I mean the 
same as when I say, “A plumb line is 
true”? Do either of these mean the 
same as when a boy goes off to military 
service and promises his girl he will 
be true to her? The word “true” is an 
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abstract term that has different mean- 
ings,in different contexts. 

Words such as these can cause diffi- 
culty when you teach the Sunday school 
lesson. Such words as “Christian,” 
“separation,” “worldly” can arouse a va- 
riety of mental images. A teacher needs 
to be sure that both he and the class are 
reproducing the same mental picture of 
the word. 

One method of explaining such words 
is for the teacher to define the abstract 
or ambiguous word. A better system is 
to ask each pupil to look up the word 
in a dictionary at home. Then talk 
about the meaning of the word the next 
Sunday in class. 

Another method is to ask the class 
to talk at home about such words dur- 
ing the week, to give them articles to 
read that emphasize these words, and 
listen for these words in the sermons 
they hear. They should then be pre- 
pared to discuss them in class the fol- 


(Continued on page 835) 
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Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory: 

32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he 
shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd di- 
videth his sheep from the goats: 

33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the 
goats on the left. 

34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world: 

35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took 
me in: 

36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited 
me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 

37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, 
and gave thee drink? 

38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or 


International Uniform Lesson 





GROWTH IN CHRISTIAN CONCERN 
Matthew 25:31-46; Galatians 6:1-6; printed text, Matthew 25:31-46 


Golden Text.—Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ, 


—Gal. 6:2 


39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto 
thee? 

40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily 
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me, 

41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, De- 
part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels: 

42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 

43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye 
clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 

44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when 
saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, 
or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 

45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, 
ye did it not to me. 

46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: 
but the righteous into life eternal. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 





naked, and clothed thee? 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 
HRISTIAN concern one for an- 
other really is a reflection of 
Christian love for Christ. If we 
are anxious to obey and to glorify our 
Lord, we will be anxious to serve our 
brethren sacrificially. In serving them 
we will serve Him. The glorified Christ 
is head of the Church, His Body, and 
of this Body all believers aré members. 
Hence, what affects the Head affects 
also the Body; and conversely, service 
to the Body is service to the Head. 
The unconverted Pharisee, Saul of 
Tarsus, was a bitter foe of early 
Christianity. But his madness was ar- 
rested by the sudden flashing forth of 
the glory of the ascended Christ, and 
the voice that called, “Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me?” (Acts 9:4.) No- 
tice the word “me.” Saul might have 
protested that he was not actually per- 
secuting Christ but rather these Chris- 
tians on earth. But the Lord Jesus 
very clearly indicated that to touch 
them was equivalent to touching Him. 
Saul was attacking the Body on earth, 
and the Head in Heaven cried out! 
We grow in Christian concern as we 
grow in the realization of this glorious 
truth. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 25:31—“When the Son of man 
shall come in his glory ... then shall he 
sit upon the throne of his glory.” This 
is one of several announcements made 
by, our Lord concerning His second com- 
ing to the earth as its last and rightful 
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monarch. This return will be public 
and resplendent, being enhanced by 
myriads of holy angels, and it will be 
consummated by Christ’s assumption of 
His own throne on earth. 

Verse 32.—‘And before him shall be 
gathered all nations: and he shall sepa- 
rate them one from another, as a shep- 
herd divideth his sheep from the goats.” 
This assemblage of nations will be 
called together at the Lord’s return, and 
this sessional judgment will be set up 
on an earth that is about to become 
the theater of His righteous Kingdom. 
The Judge will discriminate, dividing 
the great Gentile host, much as a shep- 
herd would divide his mixed flock. 

Verse 33.—“And he shall set the sheep 
on his right hand, but the goats on the 
left.” The nations are here divided into 
two distinct companies. 

Verse 34—“Then shall the King say 
unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you...” Here isa 
new title for Jesus, the Son of Man— 
King. On the company to His right 
He pronounces blessing, and welcomes 
them to enter the Kingdom that has 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance, whatsoever 
I have said unto you” (John 14: 
26). ; 























been expressly prepared for them. This 
happy company will thus be ushered 
into millennial joys on the renewed 
earth. 


Verse 35—‘“For I was an hungred, 
and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, 
and ye took me in.” This startling 
language reveals that this royal speaker 
has known extreme proverty. 


Verse 36—‘“Naked, and ye clothed 
me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I 
was in prison, and ye came unto me.” 
Though the King has experienced the 
keenest adversity and injustice, He has 
also had friends who were sufficiently 
loyal to Him that they were willing to 
sacrifice reputation, and even life itself, 
in order to minister to His need. 


Verse 37.—“Then shall the righteous 
answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we 
thee an hungred, and fed thee? or 
thirsty, and gave thee drink?” The 
“sheep,” who are the righteous, express 
surprise, if not amazement, in their 
question, “Lord, when?” 


Verses 38, 39—“When saw we thee a 
stranger, and took thee 4n? or naked, 
and clothed thee? Or... saw... thee 
sick ... in prison, and came unto thee?” 
They are not aware in the least of ever 
having served Him in this way. 


Verse 40.—‘And the King shall an- 
swer ... Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
What a startling pronouncement! The 
Lord here declares that in serving the 
most obscure and insignificant of those 
who are His own, they were really 
serving Him. It is quite evident that 
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these benefactors were completely un- 
aware of the real worth and glory of 
such service. These destitute and hated 
ones were really the King’s brethren! 


Verse 41—“Then shall he say also 
unto them on the left hand, Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for. the devil and his 
angels.” The Judge now turns and pro- 
nounces a sentence of severest condem- 
nation on the “goat” nations at His 
left. These are cursed, and therefore 
consigned to eternal doom—a doom 
originally prepared for Satan and his 
followers. 


Verse 42—“For I was an hungred, 
and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me no drink.” Let us no- 
tice that this Judge was evidently once 
a sufferer. But He was also a neglected 
sufferer. 


Verse 43.—“I was a stranger, and ye 
took me not in: naked, and ye clothed 
me not: sick, and in prison, and ye 
visited me not.” The sins charged here 
are those of omission rather than of 
commission. 


Verse 44—“Then shall they ... an- 
swer ... Lord, when saw we thee an 
hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or 
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did 
not minister unto thee?” Probably the 
emphasis here falls on the word, “thee.” 
These individuals are astonished at the 
charge, and are probably quite sincere 
in their protest. 


Verse 45.—“Then shall he answer... 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 
did it not to one of the least of these, 
ye did it not to me.” In ignoring and 
neglecting the least significant of His 
followers these men had actually ig- 
nored and neglected the King-Judge 
Himself. After all, these despised mes- 
sengers were His messengers and His 
representatives. 


Verse 46.—“And these shall go away 
into everlasting punishment: but the 
righteous into life eternal.” The Lord 
here plainly declares but two destinies, 
and each is eternal. One is that of 
everlasting condemnation and suffering; 
the other, everlasting life and joy. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is obvious that this parable looks 
on to that period in human history that 
will climax in the second coming of 
Jesus Christ to the earth as King and 
Judge. His brethren in that day will 
be evidently that godly Jewish minority 
who will bear witness for Christ in an 
hour of fierce anti-Christian persecu- 
tion, and who will pay a very high 
price for that witness in terms of in- 
tense personal suffering. Bearing the 
glad tidings of the Kingdom (see Matt. 
24:14), they will be driven to the out- 
Posts of earth’s teeming populations. 
Here in’ this pagan Gentile sea, these 
Jewish missionaries will net -a great 
catch. This catch is viewed in Revela- 
tion 7:9-17 as a great, innumerable mul- 
titude who have come out of the “great 
fribulation, and have washed their 
Tobes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.” 


s 


Last Week’s Lesson: 
5. October 29.—The Church and Chris- 
tian Growth. ............ 1 Corinthians 12:1-30 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. November 12.—Growth Through Stew- 
ardship. ..........Matthew 23:1-36; 25:14-30 








These missionaries and their message- 
will not be received by all, however. 
Large segments of nations will ‘reject 
them. Because of their loyalty to 
Christ their King, these witnesses will 
suffer hunger, thirst, nakedness, sick- 
ness, scorn, and imprisonment. On the 
other hand, those peoples who receive 
their testimony will befriend and succor 
them in their desperate need. 

These contrastive attitudes toward 
the Lord’s Jewish brethren in that day 
indicate attitudes toward the Lord Him- 
self. Love or hate toward them spells 
out love or hate toward Him. Hence, in 
the final analysis, Christ is. the great 
touchstone of all human destiny. 

It is the same today. One of the 
paramount marks of the new life is 
genuine love for all of Christ’s ‘own. 
“We know,” writes John, “that we have 
passed from death unto life, because we 
love the brethren” (1 John 3:14). And 
if we love them, we will be concerned 
for their highest welfare, being willing 
to even lay down our life in their be- 
half (see 1 John 3:16). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The Judge and the nations (Matt. 
25: 31-33) 

2. The basis of blessing and destiny of 
the blessed (vv. 34-40) 

3. The basis of cursing and destiny of 
the cursed (vv. 41-46) 

4, The motive and manner of Christian 
concern (Gal. 6: 1-6) 


Topics for Development 


Judgment Is Based on Works. It is 
significant that there is a divine judg- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
HAT position will the Son of Man 
assume when He returns to earth 
to judge the nations? 
“2. What blessing does He bestow on 
the “sheep” nations on His right hand? 
3. How had these shown their faith 
in and love for the King? 
4. Why are the “goat” nations con- 
demned? 
5. What are the only two destinies? 
6. Who are meant by “my brethren’? 


- (See Matt. 25: 40.) 


7. Why is there a judgment based on 

works? 
For Discussion 

1. Discuss practical ways and means 
of restoring a brother who has been 
“overtaken” (see Gal. 6:1). 

2. Just how may we prove, or test, 
our own work? (See Gal. 6:3, 4.) 

3. How may we invest our money at 
the highest possible return? 


(Answers on page 833) 
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ment based on human works. For exam- 
ple, our Lord forecast the hour when all 


who are in their graves would come ' 
forth, both those who had done good - 


and those who had done evil. The 
former class would arise in the resur- 
rection of life, and the latter in the 
resurrection of damnation (see John 5: 
28, 29). This resurrection of condemna- 
tion is described in the most solemn 
detail in Revelation 20:11-15, and again 
it is declared that men will be judged 
according to their deeds. 

Exactly the same principle applies to 
the judgment of the living nations at 
the return of the. Son of Man to the 
earth. The blessing of the “sheep” na- 
tions, and the cursing of the “goat” 
nations are determined by the actions— 
or lack of actions—of these peoples (see 
Matt. 25: 34-46). 

This raises the question: What is the 
reason for this? If salvation is by 
grace, through faith alone—as it is (see 
Eph. 2:8, 9)—then why should the be- 
liever’s works be judged? It is because 
works are the outward confirmation of 
faith. Deeds are the fruit of which 
faith is the root. Thus, such an open 
demonstration will serve to close every 
mouth and stop every critical tongue, 
justifying God when He speaks and 
clearing Him when He judges (see Psa. 
51:4). 


Practical Applications 


How may we show our loving con- 
cern, in a practical way, for our Chris- 
tian brothers and sisters? Well, we can 
keep our own soul in such close and 
fresh touch with the living God that 
when a brother stumbles we can ten- 
derly lift him up again, restoring him 
to the fresh grace of Christ. This 
restorative ministry is true shepherd 
work, and is usually done privately, 
often demanding much patience and 
spiritual wisdom. Only those who man- 
ifest a “spirit of meekness” can hope to 
be successful (see Gal. 6:1). The tender 
grace of the Good Shepherd Himself in 
His restoring of the backslidden Peter 
provides us with a perfect pattern in 
this (see John 21). 

Then, too, we can bear one another’s 
burdens, not because we are compelled 
to do so, but because our love for Christ 
finds opportunity in a loving service 
to His people (see Gal. 6:2). Almost 
every saint today has burdens—family 
burdens, business burdens, or some 
other kind. We can help to lighten 
these by taking them on our heart. 
The ungodly world is not likely to 


help here. The language of the world . 


is often heard in the careless expression, 
Why should I take on someone else’s 
headaches? The Christian attitude, 
however, lies in our being kind to one 
another, forebearing, and supporting the 
weak in their walk for God. We are 
our brother’s keeper! 

Another practical way in which we 
can show true Christian concern is by 
spiritual investment of our money. By 
using it to support and relieve God’s 
poor we are actually lending it to the 
Lord, and He has promised to repay 
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(see Prov. 19:17). Even the cup of cold 
water given because the needy one be- 
longs to Christ, will receive its appro- 
priate reward in that day (see Mark 
9:41). He will not overlook the least 
significant of acts if done with His 
glory in view. 
Golden Text 

Gal. 6:2.—“Bear ye one another’s bur- 
dens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” 
This exhortation is directed to Chris- 
tians, not sinners. The law of Christ 
is the law of love that is written on 
the heart, and finds happy expression 
in a sacrificial and expulsive service to 
His people. Because the Lord Jesus 
has borne our burden of sin on the 
cross, and now intercedes for us as 
Priest on the throne, we ought to bear 
the burdens of our fellow believers as 
we walk together the Christian path- 
way. 
NortH Patm BEAc#, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 





SuGcEsTEeD HyMNS 


“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” 
“Rescue the Perishing” 
“Hark! the Voice of Jesus Calling’ 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, whose love goes out 
to all in need, we thank Thee for all by 
which our needs are met, and pray for 
eyes to see and hearts to feel the need 
burdening others round about us. By 
this lesson enlarge our sympathy and 
concern for them. Inspire and direct 
us in those good works by which we 
can best bear one another’s burdens. 
We pray for world leaders carrying 
weighty responsibilities. Give them 
strength, wisdom, and help to do their 
duty and serve their people wisely and 
acceptably in Thy sight. Bless doctors, 
nurses, and all who care for the sick and 
injured, that by their efforts the burden 
of illness and injury may be lightened. 
Use pastors, teachers of Thy Word, 
evangelists, and missionaries in getting 
the Word of Life to all people. So 
many guilt-laden hearts find relief and 
sin-bound people find release. Help us 
each in our own little world of home, 
school, and work to do Thy will and 
serve one another in the name and 
spirit of Him who gave Himself for us 
at Calvary. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The word “burden” 
in our Golden Text translates a Greek 
word meaning “heavy load”—a load so 
heavy that the bearer would welcome 
help to carry it. Paul had just called 
his Christian friends in Galatia to work 
to recover people overtaken by sin. 
Instead of blaming or despising them, 
gossiping the story abroad, scolding the 
offender, or holding coldly aloof, the 
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Christian is to “Weep o’er the erring 
one, lift up the fallen, tell them of 
Jesus the mighty to save.” 

Sometimes it’ is the burden of want 
calling for our help. There are lands 
where many know poverty and hunger 
such as we never see in our land. The 
CARE package is one way of bearing 
the heavy burden of want such people 
carry. Or it may be the burden of 
heavy trouble. Perhaps all we can do 
is show a spirit of loving sympathy. 
But that alone can be a sharing and 
lightening of the heavy load. When 
John Huss of Bohemia was going to his 
death for his faith in Christ, an old 
friend stood out from the crowd and 
gave the martyr a powerful grip of the 
hand. It was a brave act as it was 
dangerous to show sympathy for. Huss. 
Only God and he himself, said Huss, 
knew what that handshake meant to 
him in that time of supreme test. 

Did you give him a lift? He’s a brother of man, 


And bearing about all the burden he can. 
Did you give him a smile? He was downcast 


and blue 

And the smile would have helped him to battle 
it through. 

Did you give him a hand? He was slipping 


own 
And the world, so I fancied, was using him ill. 
Did oy give a word? Did you show him 


e road, 
Or did you just let him go on with his load? 
—aA. 8. Chapman 
Ocean Park, B. C., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“When the Son of man shall come in 
his glory” (Matt. 25:31) —When this 
prediction is fulfilled, the Lord Jesus 
shall be manifested as King of kings and 
Lord of lords! He will take to Him- 
self His great power, establish His 
millennial Kingdom, and reign in right- 
eousness over all the earth. 

It is generally conceded today that 
what the world needs is a ruler with 
sufficient wisdom to tell it what to do, 
and ample power to enforce his decrees. 
The Lord Jesus Christ will be that ruler. 

In the passage under consideration, 
His throne is established on earth, and 
before Him are gathered all living na- 
tions. There is no mention of the dead 
in this portion. (For the resurrection 
and judgment of the wicked dead, see 
Rev. 20:11-15.) 

What a summit conference 
gathering of nations will be! 

Napoleon was himself a prophet of 
the passing away of his own empire 
and of the perpetual reign of Christ. 
Standing on his rock prison in the 
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Atlantic, and contemplating his ap. 
proaching death, he said: “I die before 
my time. My body will be given back 
to the earth to be done with as men 
please, and to become the food of 
worms. Such will be the fate of him 
who has been called the Great Napo- 
leon! What an abyss between my deep 
misery and the external Kingdom of 
Christ, which is proclaimed, loved, and 
adored, and shall extend over the whole 
earth!” (Macartney’s Illustrations. Ab- 
ingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn., $1.75.) 


“And he shall separate them” (Matt. 


25:32).—There are three classes of peo- | 


ple mentioned in this judgment scene: 
“sheep,” “goats,” and “my brethren.” 

According to Romans 9:4, 5, and John 
1:11, there is a sense in which Israelites 
are His “brethren” concerning the flesh, 
And according to Mark 3:33-35, the 
faithful and obedient ones are His 
brethren according to the Spirit. 

The “sheep” nations are those who 
will helpfully treat His brethren—es- 
pecially the 144,000 (Rev. 7:4) who, in 
all likelihood, will be the preachers of 
the Gospel of the Kingdom to the -na- 
tions (Matt. 24:14) during the Great 
Tribulation period (Matt. 24:21). 

The “goat” nations are those who will 
refuse to render assistance to His breth- 
ren during that unprecedented time of 
trouble. 


“. . . inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you” (Matt. 25:34) —There is a 
spiritual Kingdom at the present time 
of which all believers are a part (Col. 
1:13). The kingdom mentioned in this 
text is His earthly Kingdom. “The 
kingdoms of this world” shall become 
His Kingdom (Rev. 11:15). He was re- 
jected as King at His first advent; 
hence, as the nobleman, He has gone to 
a far country—Heaven—to receive for 
Himself a Kingdom, and to return 
(Luke 19:14, 15). When He simply asks 
the Father, He will be given the nations 
for His inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for His possession 
(Psa. 2:8). 


“... Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire” (Matt. 25:41).—There 
are those who admit that the fire is 
everlasting but deny that the punish- 
ment is everlasting. But verse 46 says 
it is everlasting. If the punishment is 
not everlasting, by the same token the 
life which the righteous receive is not 
everlasting; for the same descriptive 
term is used in both cases. 

“There is one thing,” said a professed 
infidel to one of his companions in sin, 
“which mars all the pleasures of my 
life.” “What is that?” asked his com- 
panion. “Why,” said he, “I am afraid 
the Bible is true. If I could certainly 
know that death is an eternal sleep, I 
should be happy; my joy would be 
complete. But here is the thorn that 
stings me; this is the sword that pierces 
my very soul. If the Bible is true, I 
am lost forever.” 

He was still living and could place 
personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
who died for our sins, and rose again. 
Everlasting life would then be 
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